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Abstract       Agriculture is still an important sector of the national economy. 
Having a considerable potential, this sector has the purpose to contribute 
greatly to the recovery and development of the national economy. Through 
the importance it has in the Romanian economy, agriculture is an important 
social and environmental factor, providing food for population and also raw 
materials for many processing industries.   
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Agriculture is the branch of the national 

economy which has natural resources that are in a 

continuous self-renewal, compared to other industries 

that use natural resources witch are exhausted on their 

exploitation. [1] 

By the level of agricultural development 

depends the development of other sectors of national 

economy and food security of the population, which, 

unfortunately, today, in a certain manner is provided by 

importing food products.  

Compared to most member states of the 

European Union in Romania, agriculture continues to be 

presented as an sector of prime importance in the 

Romanian economy, seen both in terms of the share of 

agricultural employment in total population and the the 

contribution that it has the total GDP. 

Romania has a significant potential, which 

is, however, insufficiently exploited. With a total area 

of 238 thousands km
2
 and a population of 19,04 milions 

inhabitants, Romania, ranks second place among the 

new EU member, after Poland, in terms of size, 

accounting for 6% from the total surface of Union and 

4% from its the population. Even if it have a good 

endowment with agricultural land, 61.31% - from the 

total area is agricultural land, and labor, however, so far, 

these benefits had only a limited influence in the 

development of agriculture and rural areas. 

 

Materials and Methods 
 

To conduct this work, we proceeded to collect 

data using various bibliographic resources (books, 

material in the field and a number of statistics datas), 

their processing and after that drawing some 

conclusions. 

 

 

Results 
 

To the beginning of year 2000, the share of 

agriculture in total Gross Added Value was 12% in the 

coming years, we have witnessed to a gradual 

reduction, in 2005, dropping for the first time below 

10%. Decreasing trend was still maintained in 2011, 

being situated around 6.5% values, and in 2012 

registered a value of 4.9%. However, it is below the 

EU average, 1.7%.  

Romanian agricultural sector performance 

remains relatively modest, in contrast to its natural 

potential and the expectations of the people regarding 

the financing system facilitating.  

Low level of Romanian agricultural 

production is due to a large extent to low level of 

development of services for agriculture and lack of 

financial resources of small farms that allow the access 

to existing services. The most important services 

covers: irrigation, fertilizers and phytosanitary products 

use, mechanization and agricultural advice. 

Total agricultural production consists from 

crop and livestock production. The ratio of the two 

components in the total output structure is an extremely 

important indicator reflecting the quality of agricultural 

production. The share of livestock production in the 

agricultural production structure indicates the degree of 

intensity of agricultural production and the level of 

agricultural development.  

Across the country, agricultural production of 

goods and services has not structural improved, 

especially because livestock sector whose share is 

reduced. However, animal products are produced with 

high costs. In Figure 1, it is presented the structure of 

agricultural production in Romania between 1990-2012 

period. 
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Fig. 1. Structure of agricultural production, 1990-2012 

 

The structure of agricultural production has 

changed significantly in recent years. Thus, starting 

from a relatively balanced structure in 1990 (53% plant 

and 47% animal products), was reached in 2000 to one 

in which, on average, plant products had 60% and 40% 

animal. In 2011 was recorded the highest discrepancy 

in the share that two categories of production hold, 

crop production accounting for 70.8%, while only 

28.5% livestock production. The remaining 0.7% 

represents the production obtained in the services 

sector.  

In year 2012, the balance tends to balance, 

although, still crop production is predominant: 62.5%. 

For comparison, the share of crop production in total 

agricultural production was 69.8% in Bulgaria, 

Hungary 66.6% and 51.6% in Poland. In France, crop 

production represented 61.1% , in Germany 53.4% and 

the United Kingdom, 41.8%. 

Achieving equilibrium between the vegetable 

sector and the animal sector represents a goal of 

Romanian agriculture. It aims to increase the effectives 

and improve animal breeds for meat and milk. It aims 

to increase areas under forage and protein crops 

designed to improve animal production, in turn, to 

encourage the development of food processing units.  

On long term, however, it follows to increas 

the share of animal sector in total agricultural 

production. In this way a large part of crop production 

is converted into animal products, thus registering 

growth of total agricultural production profitability. 

Reduced share of agricultural services in 

agricultural activity results because today, in the most 

part, Romanian agriculture is an subsistence 

agriculture, and the degree of technical means 

endowment is poor.  

Throughout the period considered, there is a 

fluctuating evolution of crop production, closely 

related to climatic variations, areas planted and 

agricultural policies. [4] 

Crop structure indicates systematic changes 

over time. Currently, the predominant group is the 

group of cereals and pulses, which together represent 

64.5% from the cultivated area, followed by industrial 

plants (18.2%), and green fodder witch toghether holds 

14.1%. Vegetables together represent 3.2% (Figure 2). 

Cereal sector. Romania is a major producer of 

grains and oilseeds, being a producer with tradition in 

these sectors. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Structure of the cultivated area in Romania, in 2012,% 
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Fig. 3. Evolution of grain production, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

In the period 2007-2012, grain production has 

shown a fluctuating trend, the lowest value was 

recorded in the year 2007 - 7,814,800 tons, and the 

highest in 2011 20842.2 thousand tons, during the four 

years the production increasing with 66.7%.  

The most important grains, after the cultivated 

area are wheat and corn. In year 2011 was recorded the 

highest average productions of wheat 3663 kg/ha and 

maize 4525 kg/ha.  

Crops have an important role for the 

production of biodiesel and bioethanol: rape, oilseeds, 

corn. In this respect, Romania promotes foreign and 

national investments in industry producing such fuels, 

this measure is in line with the strategy of Kyoto and 

EU guidelines. 

 

 
Fig. 4. The evolution of production of oilseeds, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

Oilseeds represent a widespread culture in 

cultures from our country. From this category the most 

representative crops are sunflower, rapeseed and 

soybean. In the period under review there was a 

fluctuating evolution of the total production of 

oilseeds. The highest value was recorded in 2011, 

2,686.9 thousand tons. In this year were recorded the 

highest average productions: sunflower - 1798 kg/ha, 

rape - 1882 kg/ha and soybeans 1980 kg/ha. 

Vegetable sector. The area cultivated with 

vegetables, was in 2012, 3.2% from the total arable 

area cultivated, being similar to that of the European 

Union, with the difference, that at us, the necessary is 

provided from import and not domestic production. 

This is due to the fact that areas occupied by 

greenhouses are in decline and those occupied by 

greenhouses, are still at the household stage, unable to 

provide the necessary early vegetables. 

 

 
Fig. 5. Evolution of fruit production, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

In 2007-2012 period, the production of 

vegetables manifested a fluctuating tendency. The 

lowest production was recorded in the year 2007 - 

3116.8 thousand tons, the maximum being reached in 

2011, when it has been obtained a production of 4176.3 

thousand tons. In vegetable production structure, the 
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largest share has cabbage with 27.9% and tomatoes 

with 19.3%.  

Fruit sector. In the past 20 years, the fruit 

growing sector was in a steady decline, with negative 

consequences not only on the economic development 

of rural communities but also on quality of life in areas 

of traditional orchards and the contribution of this 

sector to protect the environment. During the 2000-

2012 period, the areas with orchards have declined by 

about 30%, being cut approx. 65 000 ha, the total area 

being of 142,242 ha in 2012.  

The largest areas deforested were registered at 

peach, apricot, pear, cherry, cherry and apple species at 

witch we are faced with the greatest imports. Fruit 

production is fluctuating, due to the influence of 

climatic factors, but also the age of plantations. Lack of 

storage facilities is also a major problem.

 

 
Fig. 6. Evolution of fruit production, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

In terms of fruit production development in 

2007-2011, there is a growing trend, in 2012, being 

recorded a decrease in total production obtained. 

Maximum production was recorded in 2011, the 

production level being of 1479.9 thousand tons. 

The wine sector. In the European Union, 

Romania, occupies sixth place in terms of vineyard 

area and 6
th

 in terms of production of grapes and wine.  

In the period 2007-2012 have been registered 

decreases both of the area planted with vines (5%) and 

wine grape production (-14.5%) and the average 

production per hectare (-10.2%). Wine occupies 9
th

 

place in Romanian agricultural production as value 

importance and crop production 7 place. In 2012, wine 

production had a share of 1.4% in the value of crop 

production and 1.1% in value of agricultural 

production.

 

 
Fig. 7. Evolution of grape production, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

The livestock sector  

The period after 1989 had a negative effect on 

the livestock industry, livestock registering a ample 

decrease, in most species. The main cause of this 

disaster was the dismantling of the former CAP sites, 

some of the animals raised in these units being old 

animals, sick, infertile, have been killed and another 

part was taken by former members of production 

cooperatives. Also, this period is characterized by 

closure of a large number of pigs complex or birds, 

those accumulating significant debts. 

Today, almost the entire population of birds 

and animals are operating in the private sector. So 

animal production is achieved mainly in individual 

households, where the number of animals per holding 

is extremely low.  

The negative trend regarding the evolution of 

livestock has had a negative effect on animal 

production except cow milk and sheep.  

Excessive spraying of livestock in subsistence 

farms, producing mainly for own consumption and 

only to a small extent for Romanian export market 

have determined a decreasing of Romanian exports, 

making from Romania a net importer of food products. 

[2,3]
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Fig. 8. Evolution of livestock production, 2007-2012, thousands tons 

 

In the period under review the main categories 

of livestock production showed different trends. 

Regarding the meet production, in the 2007-2012 

period, it decreased by 11.4%, this being due to the 

decrease in production of beef and pigs, which resulted 

from lack of outlets for these categories of products. 

Production of poultry and meat production of sheep 

and goat show an increasing trend during the period.  

Milk production manifests also a decreasing 

trend, the rate of decrease being of 26.3%. This 

situation is due to lack of markets, the existence of a 

small number of firms collecting and processing milk 

but also to European policy, which limits production to 

a certain quantity. 

Wool production drops has a downward trend, 

falling by 6.24%, between 2007-2012, the situation due 

to the fact that there is no demand for this product, 

farmers preferring to throw or burn wool, only to sell it 

at a price. Moreover, even if they wanted to sell, most 

often have no where to sell it.  

A similar situation occurs in the case of fish 

production, over the five years analyzed, production 

falled by 12.4%.  

Sector of raison poultry for eggs has grown 

timid, total egg production increased after 2000 with 

5.4% since. Approximately 95% of domestic 

consumption of eggs is provided from domestic 

production. In the 2007-2012 period, the production of 

eggs has a fluctuating trend during the first two years is 

increasing abount 2.6%, followed by reductions of 

7.4% and in the last two years are registered increases 

of 3.2 %. Increases from the last two years are due also 

to the encouragement of subsistence farmers who own 

farms who accessed National Plan for Rural 

Development, 121 - "Modernization of agricultural 

holdings" and 141 - "Support for semi-subsistence 

farms" 

Honey production show a continuing upward 

trend in the period 2007-2012, increasing by 27.3%. 

This increase is the result of supporting farmers 

through the National Rural Development Plan, 2007-

2013, which encouraged the  increase of producers of 

bees numbers, the growth rate is similar to that of the 

production, 27.7%.  

The recovery of the livestock sector in 

Romania is a necessity to ensure food security of the 

population on account of domestic supply, which can 

be cheaper and good quality, and increase agriculture's 

contribution to the overall development of the national 

economy by reducing imports and exports relaunch. 

Traditional products are an important category 

for our country and they are considered as an 

opportunity for economic growth and development, 

particularly in disadvantaged areas through the 

implementation of strategic competitive measures. In 

the last five years, there is an increase in the number of 

traditional products registered in the Register of 

certification of traditional products, with a maximum 

of 1,034 products in 2011, but in 2012, there is a 

significant decrease. Total number of registered 

traditional products, so far, is 4180 traditional products, 

most being produced in the milk and milk products 

sector, in the meat sector, and the industry sector 

milling and beverage production. 

Organic products alongside traditional and 

those with designation of origin, are products that are 

characterized by a high level of valuation, while having 

a competitive advantage. 

In year 2012, at the MARD level were 

registered in the organic farming system a total number 

of 15,373 operators (producers, processors and traders, 

importers and exporters), registering an increase of 

about three times compared to 2010 and twice 

compared to 2011. This is due mainly to support 

measures applied for conversion period granted under 

art. 68 of Regulation (EC) no. 73/2009 establishing a 

common rules for direct support schemes for farmers 

under the Common Agricultural Policy and 

establishing certain support schemes for farmers.  

Food industry. In Romania the food industry 

can be an important branch targeting job creation and 

proper use of agricultural production. Currently, in 

Romania are concentrated 3% of food processing units 

from the EU, while the share of Romanian farms in 

total European farms is 32%. Report processing 

units/farms in our country is 1:503, compared to the 

EU27 average of 1:51. 

Trade with agro-food products. Romania is 

both a country exporter and importer of food. 

Currently, it can still provide domestic consumption of 

domestic population although productive potential 

would allow this. In 2012, food commodities 
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accounted 9% from total exports and 8.1% of imports 

value.  

At the end of the first year in which Romania 

was a full member of the EU agro-food imports were in 

nominal prices about 2.7 times higher than in 2002 

(reaching 3.3 billion Euro), and in 2012 the amount has 

reached 4.8 billion euros. 

 

 
Fig. 9. Dynamics of export and import of agricultural products, 2007-2012 

 

Regarding the situation of agricultural 

products imports more than one third of them might 

been produced in our country: meat and meat 

preparations (representing over 10% from the total 

value of imports), wheat, flour and bakery products 

confectionery (7%), fruits and vegetables (4.3%), 

vegetable protein used in animal nutrition: soy, grits 

and feed (6%), for which, although domestic 

production potential could generate a surplus, the 

country became a net importer after 2007, when it was 

interdicted the cultivation of genetically modified soya. 

Exports, however, have a continuous upward trend 

over the six years under review, from 1.12 billion euros 

in 2007 to 4.03 bln. Euros in 2012, so that at the end of 

the period, the coverage degree of imports through 

exports reach 84%. 

 

Conclusions 
 

Currently, a goal of the modern economy, is 

the correlation of quantitative and qualitative food 

production with consumer demand. It is necessary to 

know the physiological needs of consumers, which 

determines the demand for food products.  

To increase agricultural production, an 

important role should be granted primarily to 

agromarketing, which has the role of ensuring the food 

needs of the population and find optimal solutions for 

the recovery of domestic production.  

The low concentration degree of agricultural 

production both geographically and economically is the 

result of a large number of farmers, with a wide 

dispersion in the territory, and very different in terms 

of economic power. 

The dispersion of agricultural production 

generates, on the one hand, low bargaining power of 

farmers in relation with other agents situated along the 

product chain, and on the other hand, creates real 

problems to processors, who are interested to acquire 

sufficient agricultural products, homogeneous. The 

heterogeneous offer of agricultural producers causes 

the processors to turn to foreign producers offer.  

Solving problems generates by the economic 

and territorial dispersal of farmers, may be in the 

creation of producer groups that offer a variety of 

advantages both in production and in terms of 

recovery. 
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